High School Social Studies Lesson Plan – The Way of Tea

Assessment—Essay Rubric for Civic Writing
This rubric is used to score Michigan Educational Assessment Program (MEAP) 8th and 11th grade Social Studies tests and can be found on the Michigan Department of Education’s Web site at www.michigan.gov/mde. Note that the 11th grade rubric is identical to the 8th with one additional point (included below in bold type).

Holistic Feature Scoring of Civic Writing: Grade 8 and Grade 11
(4 points)
In order to receive a 4-point score, the response must

· Give a clearly stated position on the issue

· Provide one or more statements of accurate, relevant, and important supporting knowledge from history, geography, civics or economics that comes from the student’s prior knowledge (information other than that supplied by the data section or a core democratic value of American constitutional democracy).

· Provide at least one supporting point that is based on the core democratic values of American constitutional democracy.

· Provide one reason that acknowledges an opposing viewpoint and refutes that position on an issue.

(3 points)
In order to receive a 3-point score, the response must 

· Give a clearly stated position on the issue.

· Provide at least one supporting point that is based on the core democratic values of American constitutional democracy.

· Contains two of the remaining 3 elements.

(2 points)
In order to receive a 2-point score, the response must

· Give a clearly stated position on the issue.

· Contains 1 or 2 of the 4 previous elements

(1 point)
In order to receive a 1-point score, the response must

· Give a clearly stated position on the issue

(0 points)
Response shows no evidence of any elements, or no clearly stated position is found.

