High School Lesson Plan: Art

The Art of Tea

Vocabulary List

China: Tea/Culture

cha


Tea. 

Ch’an 
Buddhist meditative school of thought concerned with realizing true reality through contemplating the notion of “nothingness.” Known as Zen in Japanese, and Soen in Korean.

Tao or Dao
Literally “the way”; Chinese philosophy of the way of the universe. Tao is the origin of all creation and the force that lies behind the functions and changes of the natural world. This approach to life focuses on living in harmony with one’s surroundings. 

Lu Yu
Eighth century Chinese tea connoissuer who made a practice of drinking and evaluating tea and tea vessels. His book, The Book of Tea (Cha Jing), judged vessels and kilns throughout China in terms of their suitability for drinking tea.

China: Ceramics

celadon
Green-glazed ceramics that resemble jade in color. (See Tea Bowl from Korea.) Although celadon ware originated in China, the term “celadon” takes its name from a seventeenth-century character from French literature who wore green clothing. 

Jian ware
Ceramic wares from a site in the province of Fujian on the southeastern coast of China. Jian ware tea bowls featuring finely streaked iron glazes known as “hare’s fur” are treasured in China and Japan. (See Tea Bowl from China.)

tao


Clay.

Japan: Tea/Culture

Chojiro or Sokei
(1516-92) Kyoto potter and tile maker of Korean descent who originated raku ware. He made raku wares for tea ceremony under the guidance of the tea master Sen-no Rikkyu. His tea bowls were simple and unpretentious in design and shape, and his glazes were lead based and resembled those of the Chinese Ming dynasty (1368-1644).

cha-no-yu or chado
Literally “the way of tea,” referring to the tea ceremony in Japan.

Edo
The former name for Tokyo. The shogun, the military dictator of Japan, resided here during the Edo period (1615-1868).

Toyotomi Hideyoshi
(1537-98) Japanese general and regent who unified Japan. He was a tea aficionado and patronized the tea master Sen-no Rikkyu (see below).

Kyoto


Japanese city where the emperor traditionally resided.

matcha

Powdered green tea.

Sen-no Rikkyu
(1521-91) Japanese master of tea etiquette and aesthetics who served the regent Toyotomi Hideyoshi. His advocacy of rustic, domestically-produced ceramics for tea ceremonies greatly influenced the aesthetics and development of tea wares in Japan. (See Tea Storage Jar from Japan.)

shogun
Military dictator of Japan; successive regimes of shoguns dominated Japanese rule from 1192 to 1867.

Tokkaido
literally “Eastern Sea road,” a historic highway that connected Osaka and Kyoto with Edo (now Tokyo) in Japan. During the Edo period (1615-1868), Tokaido was heavily traveled by prominent military lords and samurai for their required visits to the shogun’s court in Edo; also used for the annual carrying of new tea from Uji to the shogun’s court, known as “the journey of the honorable tea jars.”

temae
Procedure prescribed for making tea during the Japanese tea ceremony; also refers to the manner by which the tea ceremony is conducted.

Tokugawa
Family name of the military rulers of Japan during the Edo period (1615-1868).

wabi
Aesthetic and moral philosophy advocating the enjoyment of a quiet, leisurely life and the avoidance of luxury and falsity; also a key concept in Japanese tea ceremony aesthetics.

Japan: Ceramics

Bizen ware
Unglazed high fired stoneware ceramics made in Okayama Prefecture around the town of Bizen. (See Tea Storage Jar from Japan.) Bizen vessels often feature glaze streaks from ash deposits, rope marks, and charcoal-like patches that impart a distinctive and spontaneous feel. Bizen vessels have been used in tea ceremonies since the 16th century.

gama
A general Japanese term referring to a kiln, which may be prefaced by another word to specify a particular type, for example, anagama, norigama, etc.

raku
Clay firing technique using heavily grogged bodies and manual post-firing reduction while the pots are red-hot and the glaze is molten.

Korea: Tea/Culture

boricha or horicha
Roasted barley tea.

charye
Traditional offering of green tea to guests or as a tribute during  ancestral or religious ceremonies. 

Dado or Tado
The way of tea or Korean tea ceremony. There are nine difficulties associated with dado: preparing the leaves, distinguishing fine teas, obtaining a proper tea pot, locating good water, tending the fire while boiling water, steaming and drying the leaves, grinding the leaves to powder, brewing the tea and finally, drinking the tea properly. There are also nine benefits for drinking tea in the dado manner: clearing a tired mind, sharpened hearing, clearer sight, enhanced appetite, awakening of the mind, removing fatigue, quenching thirst, warming in winter, and easing heat in summer.

hanbok
Traditional formal Korean attire for both men and women, consisting of long skirts for women, pants for men, and short vested jackets for both men and women. Worn today for traditional holidays and important ceremonies such as the tea ceremony.

Korea: Ceramics

Chongja
Korean celadon ware that reached its peak in excellence in the 12th century. (See Tea Bowl from Korea.) This ware has many varieties: plain, incised, in relief, inlaid, reverse inlaid, open work, iron-glaze designs, white slip designs, iron glazed, gold designs, and glazed with copper.

Chinsa
Underglaze copper red, found on some Korean celadon wares.

huk


Clay.

kal


Cutting tool or knife for clay.

General Ceramic Terms 

fire


To heat clay to 600o F or above to form ceramic objects.

foot


Part of a pot that rests on a surface.

fuse


To become joined as one.

glaze


Glass-like coating used on pottery.

glost


The glaze firing.

grog
Ground fired clay used to give clay greater resistance to thermal stress.

kiln


A high-temperature furnace for firing pottery. 

oxidation

The process by which oxygen is absorbed by a material.
oxides


Compounds linking oxygen and metal.

quench

To cool quickly in water.

reduction

The process by which oxygen is removed from a material.

slip


Liquefied clay, may be mixed with mineral colorants.

smolder

To burn without flame.

smother

To prevent oxidation by inhibiting air supply.

vitrify


To melt and become glass-like.

wedging

Method of preparing clay and removing the air bubbles.
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